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devoting some attention to the treatment given to
Catholics in other countries, which have come under
the Reich's domination unwillingly.

Naked Persecution

When Austria came into the orbit of the German
Reich, she was treated almost as a conquered country.
The Catholic schools were all closed down without
the formality of a vote, without any barrage of
propaganda, Religious instruction remains in the
State school where parents demand it, but it is mostly
given by teachers fully imbued with Nazi ideals.
What has befallen the German Catholics over a
course of years befell the Austrian Catholics over-
nighL Still, they are allowed freedom of worship,
like their co-religionists in Germany; they have not yet
found themselves members of a proscribed fraternity.

In Poland it is otherwise; there, naked persecution
has reigned ever since the conquest. That priests
have been butchered everywhere in the course of
mass executions does not, perhaps, belong to the story
of persecution proper; the reason there is a war of
cultures rather than of religions. It has been the
German policy to choose as victims, when victims
must be chosen, the intellectual and cultural leaders
of Poland; that many of these should be priests is
only to be expected. I am not suggesting that this is
an extenuating circumstance; I am only pointing out
that it does not necessarily imply hostility to the
Catholic religion as such, or to the Christian religion
as such. If Poland had been a Mahommedaa country,